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conference the court may consider tlie matters set out in Rule 16, and
shall:

(1) Rule on all motions;
-

(2) Establish an appropriate schedule for designating expert
witnesses, consistent with a discovery schedule pursuant to

subdivision (3), to be complied with by all parties to the

action such that there is a deadline for designating all

expert witnesses within an appropriate time for all parties to

implement discovery mechanisms with regard to the

designated expert witnesses;

(3) Establish by order an appropriate discovery schedule
designated so that, unless good cause is shown at the

conference for a longer time, and subject to further orders
of the court, discovery shall be completed within 150 days
after the order is issued; nothing herein shall be construed
to prevent any party from utilizing any procedures afforded
under Rules 26 through 36. so long as trial or any hearing
before the court is not thereby delayed; and

(4) Approve any consent order which may be presented by
counsel for the parties relating to parts (2) and (3) of this

subsection, unless the court finds that the terms of the

consent order are unreasonable.

If a party fails to identify an expert witness as ordered, the court
shall, upon motion by the moving party, impose an appropriate
sanction, which may include dismissal of the action, entry of default

against the defendant, or exclusion of the testimony of the expert
witness at trial."

Sec. 4. G.S. lA-1. Rule 16. is amended by designating the text

of the rule as subsection (a) and adding a new subsection to read:

"(b) In a medical malpractice action as defined in G.S. 90-21.1 I,

at the close of the discovery period scheduled pursuant to Rule 26(fl),

the judge shall schedule a final conference. After the conference, the
judge shall refer any consent order calendaring the case for trial to the

senior resident superior court judge or the chief district court judge,
who shall approve the consent order unless he finds that:

(1) the date specified in the order is unavailable,

(2) the terms of the order unreasonably delay the trial, or

(3) the ends of justice would not be served by approving the

order.

If the senior resident superior court judge or the chief district court
judge does not approve the consent order, he shall calendar the case
for trial.
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